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ſo Puch 0 e ſo 
ſhockingly aſſaulted, by a wild 
man whom I never injured, or knowingly 
offended, ſo much as in thought. 

te Your 


2 6 3» Pf; To, . 8 
. 25 1 * en N 
Ne a F362; Abe: 

* 1 e 


Your pens . to me, to be 
the two following; 


Firſt, chat 1 preſume? to fend 


And, ſecondly, that. 20 you as 
a perſon who alienated Dr. SWIFT. 


ſome of bis old friends. „ 
* U 


- - . * 
1 * 
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To the firſt of theſe I anſwer, that 1 
waited long, and. ſhould have waited... 
longer, if the importunity of friends had not 
prevailed, to ſee if any other would riſe 
up in his defence: but when -F found 
that none did, I thought myſelf bound: 
by the tyes of friendſhip, as well as. 
juſtice, to exert ſuch: abilities as Gd 
had given me, in the defence of truth 
and ſuperior merit. 


Had 


4.2 ] 


0 you, d publiſhed your on ex- 
tr; ydinar) , and ta uſe a favourite epithet 
is ur, own (which. ſeems in your 
nſe 


is 00 


to contain the ſum or all praiſe) 


> ATTY © 


ſumed 65 San n u 1 Krond, your high 
dignity might perhaps, haue been juſtly 

: but you, Sir, are the firſt man 
I. ever heard of, who quarelled with his 
acighbayr, for fighting in the ſame cauſe, 
although with every inferior proweſs: 
and what is yet worſe, blaſting his honeſt 
anfl beſt endeayours in it, with the ſhock- 
ing characters, of degrading, reviling, 
ſeooting the moſt fiery darts, the moſt cruel 
farcaſms, . without any regard to truth, 
ageinfe the maſt PO i all the human 
FFP 7 wa 7 
or O Ar! . a 
How, 87. 2 feorner, a dark defining 
Feorner! believe me, this is the man in 
the world, I moſt deſpiſe, and I thank 
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- ws a9 


aſſure you, Sir, I wguld rather be 


fight, and untold foundations. | f 15 


18 


God, no calumny. was ever more alien 
from my character, or more abhorrent, 


from my heart! ſo abhorrent, that I d. 


any other kind of man in the world, than 
n = 3 


1 
4 14 


*. had rather be even a madman, an 


abſurd, outragious madman ; * overſet | 
with pride of family, and parts: and 


the eaſier overſet, from reſting upon very 


9 18 


* appeal to common net : is not 


this abuſe of the eſſay- writer, (to uſe 


the language of Horace) inverting the 
very virtues of men! is it not an abuſe, 


by many degrees more malignant, than 


even the inſinuated calumny of Satan 


againſt Job? but if it pleaſe God to 
bleſs me, with a due degree of Job's pa- 
tience, I doubt not, but I ſhall, like 
him, be juſtified in the enc. 
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Wes be l eee 
4 ceecntaracts of ealummy, upon an innocent 
0 man, he hath dhe aſſurunce, to ground 
it all, upon his own diſcernment, of tbe 
latent purpoſes of that man's heart ! who 
fafe in the covert of his obſcurity, &c. 

7. e. latent, and not hid: fafe in ob- 
ſcurtty, and yet ſeen through? what what 

1 grofs abſurdity, what fhocking, and yet 
| þ pittyable profanenefs. | Dr away, 
| hended, chat ſeeing the ſecrets (chat 
is, the latent purpoſes) of the heart, was 
an incommunicable attribute of omnif- 
| cience; and ſhall certainly continue fo 
till I die: or, in other words, till he can 
find one candid man upon the earth, 
that can, with a good conſcience, join 
with him, in this monſterous abuſe: |, 

| B which 


*" 


(a 
which I am ſure will _—_— at leaſt | 


I again appeal to the world, if 1 


had nothing in view but a ſecret, un- 


man, with the hazard of great of- 
fence to another, whom I ſhould be 
ſorry to offend; would not common 
ſenſe, as well as common honeſty, inform 
me, that it were much more eligible 
to ſit down quiet, and ſilent? I had then 
ſaved myſelf ſome trouble, and eſcaped 


a torrent (I might ſay many; torrents) of 
abuſe! loud, impetuous, and foul abuſe; 
for attempting to defend a dead man, 
from whom, I could receive no re- 
turn. But I forbear—and will no longer 
pant 


e common ſenſe, and diſgrace 


innocence, by defending it, againſt 


ſo baſe, ſo abſurd, ſo 1 gate a ca- 


lumny ! 


| k 1 


„164 God bee it ebe upon 
me, I was happils fortified, by what a 
haither' Hright en the Lethe (but a 
chriſtian, more properly, the pure æthe- 
real effence). of innocency ! that pureſt 
preſervative of virtue, in which David 
waſhed his hands, before he preſumed, 
to go to the altar of God: whoſe pecu- 
liar priviledge it. is, to repel pollution, 
however poiſonous, and A and 
gr Ae 


In one thing, Indeed, the author of 
this eſſay hath well ſhown the wiſdom of 


the ſerpent ; (J heartily wiſh I could add 
the innocence of the Dove) he hath aſſerted 


much, but he hath not attempted to 
prove one tittle of his calumny. He well 
knew, that ſuch an attempt would 
quickly, and clearly, betray the erer of 
the abuſe. 


B 2 The 


maſter, and miſtreſs of the houſe, .came 


d 


The next * you haye, taken 


me, is, that 1 cenſu vou a8 
a perſon who alienated Dr. Swirr, from 
ſome of his old friends. 


This 1 
* which I heard a friend of mine 


relate, in relation to 2 ſermon preached 
| ** him. | 


PTA eee on a 


and in the pariſh, where he preached it: 
and as ſoon as he came in at the door, the 


up to him crying, and wringing their 
hands, and aſking him, what they had 
done to provoke him to 'expoſe them, 
as he now did, to the whole parith, in 
His ſermon ? he proteſted, that he never 


onee thought of them, at the time of 


his making it: and to convince them, 5 
pulled out his ſermon, and bade them 
: | look 


— . ²˙ 0: — — — — 


oy 


L131 
took upon ſeveral entties on the back 
of it, which plainly ſhewed- it to have 
been prtachdl in ſoveral churches, _ 
ann eter ole 


Now, Sir, eee is of the 
ſame nature, although it will not admit 
of the ſame proof; indeed I never ſuſ- 
pected you of any ſecret underminings, or 
machinations, or misinformations; nor did 
you ever once come into my thoughts 
whilſt I was writing thoſe obſervations, 
I took you to be (ſo report ' faid) a man 
of fire: a little wild, and ſufficiently vi- 
ritable : and this is the wort 1 ever 
thought of you (till now) but was far 
from ever ſuſpecting you, of wrong de- 
ſigning, or capable of ſuch abandoned 
and profligate abuſe, as I have received 
from you: I pray God forgive you, as 'I 
do. And I do this with ſincerity, and 
more ſatis faction, becauſe, I think my- 
ſelf obliged to you: for at the ſame time 

that 
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[41 
that you have endeavoured td ſtrip me of 


effectual pains, to inculcate humility into 


| my heart: which is the true foundation-of _ 


every other virtue. Would to God, I. 
nb. 71 

* 91081 are” 
1 ac pri OR! and the 
reader, but with two inſtances of what 
I call, ill- treatment from you: the reſt, if 


they be worthy of any regard, may 


poſſibly be conſidered in their courſe in 


* The firlt is this. I had fad in my 
fifth letter as follows: 1 


« We are told, and I am ſa- 
« tified by SwirT himſelf, at the 
© bottom of a letter to Dr. SHERIDAN, 
* dated Sept. 2 —1727. That Mrs. 
« JoHNs0N, and Mrs. DiNGLEY, 

<© were 


1151 
ere both relations to Sir WII IIA 
rut. DES”, 5 8 . 


. a 
4 + » &4# 


Upon which you cry out, ſie 2-4 an 
author capable of writing, or or rather, pro- 
periy ſpeaking, what is an author not 
capable of writing, who hath the front 
to impoſe upon the world, fuch an aban- 
OE I an | 

This os and a ; grand deal more, 
which you are pleaſed to add, is grounded 
upon two reaſons. Firſt, becauſe that 
letter was not printed till 1546 (the year 


after Sw1eT's death) and 24h, becauſe it 
was never intended to have ſeen the 


light. 
The force of the firſt argument ſtands 
The letter was not printed till che 


year 1746, therefore the note was not 


1267 


A en en eee 44. 
mirable reaſoning, and all your own! 
with this peculiar advantage, that no 
man will ever envy yon the mantit f 
endowments. I only with 1 
been ſo goed, as to inform the 
who would, or who ould, gr Who « 
add it, Bot ac 


$ 
I 


. Your ſecond is, becauſe that letter was 
2 . 
* 

Pray, Sir how can. yon pronounce 
upon this Non-intention ? prove that Ne- 
gative, No, no, Sir, I flatter myſelf, that 
| you are too well acquainted with Axlg- 
— eg : 


Sar 
than you did. At leaſt I had ninety nine 
in a hundred opportunities, more chan 
you ever had, of knowing his thoughts, 
in relation to his on works. And I 


K 
eil think, "there are few things; he ever” 3 
wrote; that not wiſh to be publiſhed, 4 
at ſome time or other. This was the moſt of 
conſpicubus inflrimity in his compoſition 3! | 
if it may be called an infirmity. The 
truth is, he was fo long uſed to the ſweet 
inoenſo of praiſe,” from r _— _ 
er not well live en it. 238 
N : e ö 8 f 7 k (£1 


14 all this, Ws you. Gan 0 . 
forgotten, that his own 1 5 was 
greatly concerned, in his doing all the 
honour to Mrs. Janxson that he could: 
and therefore, he loſt no opportunity of „ 3 
doing it. And chat the moſt willing | 
things he wrote were never wholly. un- 
intended to be publiſhed, may, I think, 
ſufficiently appear, from his letter to Mr. 
Gay, Aug, 28th—1731, wherein he tells | 
him, that. the, moſt arrant trifles. of his 8 
former aorjtings, are ferias,, philoſophical © 
lucubrations, in comnpariſen iu what he now 
le. ies himſelf about. and then adds, as the 
e | world 4 44 705 


on 


ww og YT = _ — 2 
. ST - . —_— 


[18] 
world may one day fee. As the world may 
one day ſee—pray, Sir, do theſe words im- 
ply, that he had no intention to print 
them; or do they clearly imply, the 
direct contrary f þ 


Bot ſuppoſe, for civility's ſake, he never 
intended that letter ſhould be publiſhed; 


is my miſtake upon that head, an aban- 


doned falſhood? a palpable falſhood ? &c. 


the belief, or the perſuaſion, may be 


groſs, abſurd, nonſenſical, or whatever | 


elſe your politeneſs might have been 


pleaſed to call it; with an inference of 
what abuſe you pleaſed : but how does 


this infer, that I did not believe it ? Again 


a ſearcher of hearts, in the plenitude 
of your profaneneſs! how can you, Sir, 
how dare you, pronourtce, that I did not 
believe it? will any mortal pretend to 
know this, but myſelf? now I again, 
and again, ſolemnly declare, that I did, 
and do believe it : nay more, Sir, that I 

3 am 


t. 


519 


am ſatisfied, every candid man, who 
reads this defence, n as 


well as I. 


And now, Sir, to your very civil queſtion; 
what is an author not capable of writing, 


who has the front to impoſe upon the world 
fuch abandoned falſhvod? (meaning that 


truth which I have now defended) I beg 


the favour of you to accept this plain 
anſwer. Sir, he is incapable of writing a 
deliberate, formal, circumſtantial falſhood ; 
or 4 Ws every. Ray." * 


And now, Sir, that I have mentioned | 
your treatment of my belief ; I ſhall have 
the honour, and the happineſs, of treat- 
ing yours in a bag n manner. 


iſ 163, W Eſſay, you dns 
of my Lord Ox roRp's great love to 
„ S wir r 


"7 E 5 
g ; WF 


„„ 
Swiræ in the following worde but uber, 
Ichint, ſhewed more kindneſs, and affetion, 


than any of the former, was the preſent of 


that penknife, wherewith. the' earl had 


been ſlabb d by Gu ARD. 7-have ſeen 


the pentniſe ſeveral times: it was @ com. 
mon ordinary penknife, with a. T, ortoifes 


ſhell handk : : and when it was ſhut, was. 
Juſt about the length. of a man's little finger. 


But as the blade as broken within balf an 
inch of the handle, by the violence of the 


blew, | againſt one of the: ribs of the Earl, 
the Doctor had a bole drilled through that | 


part of the blade, which was broken 72 and 
3 bole through that piece which re- 
mained in the handle ; and by that con- 


trivance” they were both held e 1e a 
| little 4 Chain. . 


A 


Now, Sir, it Hons very Gi 
for you, that there is not one tittle of 


truth, in this whole fertnal, Axcuraſien- 
e . * 0 NN. . 2 


} | The 


1 


Ei les 1 75 


The penknife, was a common \ clerk 80 


penknife, with an ivory handle: it neither 


opened, nor hut: and both that, and 
the clothes, through which tn y Lord 
Treaſurer was ſtabb d, have dess kept 
in the family, from that day to this, 


with as much care as their jewels; and 


are both now in the poſſeſſion of the pre · 
ſent Earl of Oxrokn, the heir male of that 


family and honour. And have all this 


from my Lord -himſelf; and ſtom the 
mouth of anotlier- perſon of high nk, 
* wil knows the truth of it.. 
: voc, 3 pn it 
Now; pray; sie, ba ſhall ; call all this? 
indeed, I will not call it an abandoned 

falſhood : _ (becauſe. ] have the charity, to 
think it true in „Jour 3 * though 
falſe in fact) I will not 0 müch as call 
it the illyfion of. a "dream," or of an 
heated imagination ; : in » ork,” % Half alt. 
n 1 


£ % 


122 
it nothing at all: let it call itſelf what 
it will. er 


= My next complaint againſt you is 


I had unfortunately ſaid, that Mr. 
Wonx AL left a large ſum of money to publick 
charities, and the Dean's hoſpital in par- 
 #ieular: whereas, by your account of this 
matter, he only left a large ſum to his 
executors, to be diſpoſed, off in public 

_ Charities, as they thought fit, (a moſt 
material difference) and they gave five 

*' hundred pounds to SwirT's hoſpital. 


| Now this I own, Sir, is a very grievous 
miſtake. But I hope not altogether ſo 
mortal a guilt, as to deſerve the hard 
names of fo notorious a falſhood, a wilful, 
an abandoned falſbood, even in defiance oe 
a record, &c. 2 


1 
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I own, Sir, that a faulty memory is 4 
among my manifold infirmities: but you 3 
alſo muſt own, Sir, that you are no more 


i  priviledged, from the infirmity of for- I 
: getfulneſs, than the greateſt man of your „ 
il family. I beg pardon, Sir, I only men | 
r. the greateſt man * ever went before 
ck you, in it. recs | 
" 188 | | 
6 | Your us, page 93 of your extraordi- * 
* nary heteroclite Eſſay, that it may be aſſerted 
& with great truth, that Dr. SwieT never 


S bad any ferious thoughts of marriage, after 
hewas one and twenty. And yet, in the very 
next page, you are pleaſed to let us know, 
that he married Mrs. JouNsON in tbe 
year 1716, when he himſelf was juff 
Repping upen the threſhold of old age. 
And in that, and the inſuing page, 


8 you 


; | a 4 5 7 7 
5 [L245] i . 
1 | you endeavour to + account, for his | 
97 | is marrying. her. bed. p götle e two 1 * 


Nor, Sir: ＋ ſhall not preſume td 
charge all this with the hard names 
1 of cofftradiction, and incon- 8 
: _ Meiicy, *"much" leſs, 'with-. other 
Oe harder, and very evil appellations: 
but ſhall venture, rather, to make the' 
fame apology for you, which the 
late primate  HoapLy told me, a friend 
of his did for himſelf: who, having 
been guilty. of, a very notorious for- 
getfulneſs, in an affair of great con- 
ſequence, and being aſked over, and 
over, how Was it poſſible he could 
forget a thing ſo cireumſtanced ? ? an- 
ſwered at laſt. 1 proteft my. Lord, this 
judgment of” mine is grown * frrong 
— meaning that it had I 
overſet his memory. N 


Pardon me, Sir, if I ſulpeR the 
ſame of yours. It appears clearly from 
| 2 6 0 your 


Al therefore which can be dine by 
4 wiſe man (ſeeing that by nature 

be is appointed to aft for the ſpace 
of thirty, fifty, or ſeventy ears, ſome 
ridiculous, filly part, in this fantaſtick 
theatre of miſery, vite, and corruption) 
it either to lament with Heraclitus, the 
EH D Iniguities 
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P 26 
iniquities of the urid, or, which: it the 
ware chearful, an thergfare I d rs 
fume the more eligible courſe ; io laugh with. 
DrMocRkyttTus, at all the inows, 
and fools, upon earth, and accordingly 
ini. that *. Sr, Go. 


"a Sir, is there, an wlll. rag, 


between theſe two extremes? was no 
perfect ſyſtem of precept of the con- 
duct of life, ever exhibited to mankind, 
and exemplified in a perfect pattern 
of their own ſpecies? to help our in- 
firmities, to correct our errors, to 
amend our morals, and to ennoble our 
lives? and are we under no obli- 


gation, to follow the example? (even 


under the aſſurance of divine aid in 
doing it) or is any man, or angel, 
too wiſe, to be led by it? in one 
word, is not this that wiſdom from 
on high, which cometh down from the 
father of lights? is it not that true wiſdom 

| I of 


W ww "» 


IT 
of which we are told in the name of 
1 the | 


1 beg leave to alk another que, 
Pray, Bit, by whom, Was abi 


ture appointed; which hath 'appointed. 
the wiſeſt men, to act ſuch filly, 
and ridiculous” parts, in the world? 


ee e n f non 


O les of one in heaven to lates & 


' . n Satan LE whom folly, CRY | 


threw) | 42: Wo 
m_ MIT ros. 


Q!? 


I mean in the account given us of him ip 
hook which is called His wiſdom, ch. vi. ver. 18, 19. 


D 2 Now, 
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' ©, Sir, if this account, of à wiſe 
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Ur, upon 4 
85 10 be Goſpel of St. Marrugw! 
and 1 do all this in the bro 41 
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